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Education   Comes    to  Kamloops 

During  the   early  years    of   the  fur-tradirif^  era  in 
Kamloops,    children  and  women  were  usually   kept  well    in  the 
background  because    of   the  mixture    of   bloods,      '/e   find   no  record 
of   any  effort   being  made    to  educate   the   children,    but  undoubtedly 
the    SEime   procedure    obtained   in  Kamloops    as   in  the    other   establish- 
ments was  used.      In  some   cases    the   more   fortunate    ones  were   sent 
to   school   in  Eastern  Canada  while   the   rest   received   some    instruc- 
tion   at  home. 

In  the   Standing  Rules    and  Regulations   of   the   Hudson's 
Bay  COiiipany,    1835,   we    see   the  following: 

"The   Promoting  Moral    and  Religious   Improvement   among 

the   people    attached   to  each  fort." 
"Resolved   1st:      '^hat  for  the  moral   and  religious   improve- 
ment  of   the    servants,    and  more   effectual   civilization 
sind   instruction   of   the    families    attached    to  the   different 
Estailisiunents,    and   of   the    Indians,    that   every  Sunday 
Divine   Service   be   publicly  read  "ith  becomin<5   solemnity 
once    or   twice    a  day,    to  be   reirulated  by   the   number  of 
people   and    other  circumstances   at  which  every  msLn,WOTian 
and  child   resident  will   be   required   to   attend,    together 
with  any   of   the   Indians  who  may  be   at  hand   and   whom  it 
may  be  proper   to  invite," 

"Resolved   3rd:      That  he    (the   father)    be   encouraged   to 
devote   part   of  his    leisure  hours   to   teach   the  children 
their  A,B,C'3,    Catechism,    together  with  such  further 
elementary    instructions    as    ti"ie    an  *    c  ircu:nstsncfi  s   T.qy 
permit." 
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There  is  sone  evidence  that  the  local  authorities 
realized  the  significance  of  this  ruling  for  there  are  some 
references  to  such  schooling.   The  regulations  irroroved  con- 
ditions, sastified  the  servants  of  the  Coinpany  in  the  most 
part.   There  was  no  need  for  further  expansion  until  other 
influences  changed  the  scene.   This  change  came  v;ith  the  rapid 
development  that  followed  the  early  gold  rush. 

In  1872,  a  meetin,-?  vms  held  in  the  Huason's  B  ay 
Port,  of  the  heads  of  families  in  Kamloops,  together  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  of  the  newly  f orned  province  of 
British  Columbia.   The  object  of  t'lis  meeting  v;as  to  discuss  the 
establisjtoent  of  a  school  to  serve,  not  only  the  to^^m  and  district 
of  Kamloops,  but  to  serve  the  central  part  of  British  Columbia. 
Nothing  was  done  at  this  time. 

The  first  Grand  Jury  in  Kamloops  vras  impanelled  for 
the  first  Assize  Court  held  in  Kamloops  in  l873«   This  Jury 
amongst  other  suggestions  sent  forward  a  recommendation  for  the 
establishment  in  Kamloops  of  a  public  day  and  boarding  school. 
There  was  at  this  time  a  private  school  operating  a  few  miles 
west  of  Kamloops.   The  recommendation  was  made  at  a  time  when 
it  was  common  gossip  that  the  government  intended  to  build  a 
school  to  serve  the  central  part  of  the  Province.   The  Government 
decided  to  build  this  school  at  Cache  Creek  rather  than  at 
Kamloors. 

This  school,  established  in  1^75,  with  accommodation  for 
both  boarding  and  day  pupils,  gave  instruction  accordinr,  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  Dep8u?tment  of  Education,  in  Victoria,   In  charge 
of  this  pioneer  school  was  Mr.  Wm.  Jones,  an  able  teacher  but  a 
stern  disciplinarian,   Mr.  Jones  after  teaching  for  a  short  time 
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resigned  his  position  in  order  to  take  up  a  pre-empt  on  near 
Cache  Credk.   On  occasion  Mr.  Jones  left  his  farm  in  order  to 
drive  a  freight  wafjon  for  Mr.  Onderdonk,  who  was  building  part 
of  the  C.P.R.,   On  one  of  these  occasions,  while  driving  a  load 
of  black  powder  over  Jackass  Mountain,  sparks   from  the  brakes 
ignited  the  powder,  killing  Mr.  Jonis  and  his  youni^est  son 
Billy.   Mrs.  R.  M.  Clemiston  of  ''/estwold,  daughter  of  Mr.  Jones, 
has  a  different  story.   As  she  relates  it;  her  father  was  a 
great  walker  and  left  home  and  a  stable  full  of  horses,  to  meet 
his  son,  who  was  driving  the  v/agon.   He  was  returnini?;  when  the 
accident  happened,  Mr.  Jones  was  killed  but  the  boy  './as  thrown 
into  a  clump  of  bushes  and  was  not  killed. 

The  first  permanent  school  located  in  Kamloops  was  a 
private  school  operated  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  known 
as  St.  Ann's  Academy.   Bishop  d'Herbomez  had  lonf^  been  pleading 
for  Sisters  of  St.  Ann  to  help  in  the  work  entrusted  to  the  Oblace 
Fathers  in  Kamloops,   The  school  v/as  built  in  I878  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Grandidier  on  the  flat  west  of  Kamloo  ^3  adjoining  the 
old  St.  Louis  Mission.  This  school  was  to  serve  as  a  residential 
school  for  girls.   It  was  the  hope  of  the  Reverend  Father  that 
some  day  it  might  become  a  convent  for  the  Sisters  of  St.  Ann. 

The  Mother  Superior  (193U)  and  her  assistants  were  all 
of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  boy's  school  in  connection  with 
the  institution.   Mrs.  A.  E.  Way,  nee  Cooney,   says  quite  as 
definitely  that  there  was.   Mrs.  Way  attended  the  school  and  has 
personal  recollection  of  the  play  between  the  boys  and  ?:irl3  before 
t^he  building  of  St.  Louis  College,   The  most  plausible  explainatior. 
seems  to  oe  that  boys  did  attend  but  that  they  were  separate  from 
the  boys  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Oblate  Fathers* 
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According  to  Mrs.  ''/ay  a  lay  brother  of  the  order,  McBride,  was 
the  teacher. 

In  1881,  a  boy's  school  was  built  on  the  same  plan  as 
the  girls'  school  and  situated  about  tv;o  hundred  yards  away  from 
it.   The  name,  St.  Louis  College,  was  n;iven  to  this  school 

These  buildings  each  contained  five  bedrooms  and  a 
large  dormitory  on  the  top  floor,  and  a  chapel,  sacristy  parlor, 
hall,  one  classroom,  dining-room  and  kitchen  on  the  ground  floor. 
The  buildings  themselves  took  the  form  of  four  large  winf^s  about 
a  small  central  section,  thus  forming  a  cross.   To  obtain  teachers 
for  the  girls'  school  Father  Grandidier  pleaded  with  the  authori- 
ties of  the  convent  of  St.  Ann  in  Victoria  but  found  that  no  nuns 
could  be  spared  from  that  institution.   It  was  not  until  I88O 
that  he  was  finally  able  to  obtain  three  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Ann  to  serve  to  teach  at  his  school. 

Sister  Mary  of  the  Infant  Jesus,  Sister  Mary  Celestin° 
and  Sister  Mary  Catherine  of  Sienna  left  New  V/estminster  on 
August  9th,  1880,  in  company  with  Reverend  Father  Le  Jacques, 
who  had  travelled  from  Williams  ^alce    to  accompany  the  Sisters 
on  their  journey.   After  a  journey  over  the  Caribou  Trail,  in 
a  coach  drawn  by  six  horses,  they  arrived  in  Kainloons  on  August 
l5th.   The  school  was  opened  toward  the  end  of  September  with 
one  pupil,  Mary  Menanteau,  later  Mrs.  Humphrey,  present.   The 
number  gradually  increased  so  that  befce  the  end  of  the  school 
year  in  June  I88I  twenty  pupils  were  in  attendance  -  most  of 
them  half-breeds  coming  every  day  from  the  town. 

In  1885,  however,  there  were  about  twenty  boarders 
in  the  girls'  building,  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  province  and 
this  number  rose  to  fifty-three  by  1900, 
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The  pupils,  both  day  and  boarders  were  assembled  at 
nine  o'clock  and  took  their  places  behind  their  desks  v/hich  were 
simply  long  sloping  tables  with  benches  of  the  same  length. 
These  desks  were  arranged  along  three  sides  of  th3  room,  all 
facing  the  central  part  v;here  the  recitations  were  held.   The 
teacher's  desk  v.'as  placed  in  the  centre  towards  the  other  end  of 
the  room.   The  blackboard  occupied  this  wall  and  such  maps  and 
pictures  as  were  available  decorated  the  room.   With  this  meagre 
equipment,  a  curriculum  embracinf^;  such  studies  as  reading, 
vjriting,  r^eography,  composition,  arithmetic,  grammar  and  history, 
undertaken  by  pupils  who  had  no  books  and  wrote  on  slates.   The 
:iiff iculties  of  the  teachers  may  be  imagined. 

The  lost  enjoyable  of  the  school  activities  included 
the  games  of  baseball  and  rounders  which  the  girls  nlayed  in 
competition  with  the  boys,  long  walks  and  access  to  the  school 
library.   These  libraries,  one  in  each  building,  were  situated 
in  the  parlor  and  each  contained  about  one  hundred  books  of 
various  sorts.   The  pupils  were  rriven  free  use  of  them  and  were 
given  permission  to  read  the  books  on  Sunday  afternoons. 

When  Father  Grandidier  first  built  his  school  he 
expected  the  town  to  grow  to  the  west.  With  the  co-ning  of 
the  railroad,  however,  the  expansion  came  in  the  opposite 
direction.   It  was  then  thouf;ht  that  the  schools  were  too  remote 
fi'om  the  town.   The  site  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  other 
respects,  especially  during  high  water.   The  Sisters  and  Fathers 
of  St.  Louis  Mission  decided,  in  I887,  to  move  the  institution 
to  town.   In  the  spring  of  I888  the  boys'  school,  which  had  not 
flourished  as  the  girls'  had,  was  demolished.   The  girls'  building 
was  placed  on  a  huge  raft,  floated  up  the  river  and  located  on  a 
Tilot  oT   Ittnri,  donated  for  the  puroos'"'  ^'^  vonow^  r'-ioi^f  h  i>^«>r«hoTn«>T 
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on  the  western  edge  of  the  tovm.   In  this  location  the  building, 
with  renovations,  served  as  a  school  for  girls  and  youn.T  boys 
together,   Only  girls  were  taken  as  boarders. 

By  1910  the  attendance  at  the  school  had  outgrown 
the  buildings.   In  this  year  a  new  site  was  secured  and  a  new 
modern  brick  school  v.-as  built  at  a  cost  of  forty- one  thousand 
dollars.   This  was  the  school  that  was  the  scene  of  a  Tiajor 
fire  on  May  5th,  I9I4.5.   The  remainder  of  the  school  was  reno- 
vated and  remodeled,  the  top  story  being  removed,  f--nd  the  whole 
structure  faced  with  stucco.   This  is  the  present  St.  Ann's 
Academy  located  on  one  of  the  pleasantest  sites  in  the  city, 
overlooking  the  junction  of  the  rivers  with  the  city  spread 
out  at  its  feet.  V/ith  the  building  of  this  school  in  1910,  the 
old  buildings  was  dismantled,  the  wings  were  moved  to  various 
parts  of  the  city,  where  they  are  still  in  use  as  board 'n-  and 
rooming  houses. 

The  school  has  grown  from  its  beginning  of  one  pupil 
and  three  teachers  to  two-hundred  and  eighteen  pupils  and 
fifteen  teachers. 

In  the  year  1885  the  Department  of  Education  in 
considering  the  advisability  of  escablishing  a  public  school 
in  Kamloops  decided  that  such  a  school  was  not  necessary. 
Instead  a  small  log  school  was  built  at  Raleigh,  some  twelve 
miles  north  of  the  city.   This  was  the  first  public  school  to 
be  built  in  the  Kamloops  district  and  Miss  M.  Dallas  (Mrs.  RM.R. 
Slavin)  was  called  from  Victoria  to  be  the  first  teacher. 

During  these  years  the  heads  of  families  continued 
their  requests  to  the  Department  of  Education  for  the  establishment 
of  a  public  school  in  Kamloops.   In  I886  their  efforts  were 
rewarded  by  a  promise  from  the  Department,  of  a  sc 
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built  in  the  fall  of  that  year.   V/ith  this  assurance  the  people 
elected  their  first  E  oard  of  School  Trustees,  '7.  Dodds,  the 
government  agent,  Ked  Cannel,  the  Proprietor  of  the  Dominion 
Hotel  and  F.  Robson,  secretary  of  the  3  oard.   Late  in  July 
or  early  August  this  Board  was  advised  to  select  a  site  for 
the  proposed  school,  that  the  cost  of  building  would  be  met 
entirely  by  the  Provincial  Government  and  that  the  sum  of 
$2,265  i^ad  been  allocated  to  this  purpose.   This  sum  was  to 
provide  $1, 605  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  equipping  the 
school  and  $660  to  be  paid  as  the  yearly  salary  to  the  teacher. 

The  teacher  appointed  to  this  position  by  the  Depart- 
ment 01    2;ducation  was  Hr.  E.  Stuart  Wood.   This  young  man 
proceeded  to  Kamloops  in  Au^^st,  1886,  to  organize  his  school 
preparatory  to  the  September  opening.   'Vhen  the  time  came  for 
the  opening  of  the  school  it  was  found  that  the  building  was 
not  completed.   First  classes  for  the  nine  pupils  enrolled  were, 
therefore,  held  in  Jim  Guerin's  blacksmith  shop  which  had  been 
cotton-lined  and  generally  made  more  habitable.   The  floor, 
however,  still  showed  the  burns  and  other  signs  of  its  former 
use.   This  tenporary  schoolhouse  was  north  of  the  C.P.R,  tracks 
a  short  distance  east  of  the  Cosmopolitsm  Hotel,  in  what  would 
now  be  the  300  block  West  VictoriaStreet .   This  school  was 
equipped  with  benches  and  a  table  for  the  pupils  and  a  table 
ind  chair  for  the  teacher. 

On  October  first  Mr.  'Vood  and  his  charges  transferred 
to  the  new  school  house.   This  building,  located  on  First  Avenue 
where  the  Court  House  now  stands,  was  a  one  room  frame  structure 
equipped  with  home  made  double  desks  for  the  pupils.  The  black- 
boards were  made  with  some  ingenuity,  from  heavy  manilla  p^  er 


painted  black.   Maps  were  supplied  by  the  Department  along  with 
other  equipment. 

The  large  influx  of  settlers  coming  to  Kamloops  during 
the  year,  plus  a  number  of  pupils  from  "outside  points"  caused 
an  increase  in  school  enrolment  from  9  to  78  before  the  end  of 
the  school  year.   In  September,  I887,  it  vms  found  necessary  to 
add  a  wing  co  the  east  side  of  the  school.   The  Department  paid 
the  v;hole  cost  of  t'lis  addition  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  local 
Board,  appointed  Miss  Gertrude  Clarke  as  the  second  teacher. 
Miss  Clarke  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Sibree  Clarke,  Kamloops' 
first  druggist  and  first  mayor.   She  later  resigned  her  position 
to  mai*y  Mr.  Wood. 

During  the  second  year  of  operation  the  enrolment  of 
the  school  advanced  to  over  100  pupils.   To  accommodate  these 
people  a  second  wing  was  built,  this  time  to  the  west,  for  the 
approximate  cost  of  $1,000  with  the  Provincial  Government  paying, 
the  entire  cost.   Miss  Janet  Hepburn  was  appointed  as  the  third 
teacher.   Upon  completion  of  this  wing  sufficient  accommodation 
was  provided  for  the  school  population  until  the  year  1893.   In 
this  year,  with  an  enrol'nent  of  II4.0,  the  Board  decided  that  the 
school  had  not  only  outgrown  the  buildings  but  also  the  site, 
A  new  site  was  chosen,  on  the  very  edge  of  the  to*.*\,  the  location 
of  the  present  Stuart  Wood  school.   Here  a  new  four-roomed  school 
was  built  and  for  the  first  time  manufactured  desks  and  proper 
blackboards  were  used.   This  school  was  also  built  and  equipped 
entirely  by  the  Provincial  Government.   The  old  school  was  re- 
novated and  re-arronged  by  Mr.  Tuck,  the  registrar  of  deeds  and 
wills,  to  serve  as  an  office  for  his  depsirtment. 


-  9  - 
Hardly  had  this  new  school  been  completed  when  over- 
crowding was  experienced,  so  that  each  teacher  had  classes  of 
over  eighty  pupils.   It  was  found  also  that  there  was  a  definite 
need  for  a  non-sectarian  school  givinr^  instruction  to  high  school 
students. 

In  the  eighteen  eighties  another  feat-^re  ti.x,ered.    into 
the  liv-is  of  the  people  of  Kanloops.   There  v:as  a  ^reat  deal  of 
agitation  to  establish  the  city  as  the  capital  city  of  the 
Province.   Thir,  feeling  was  quite  strong  and  even  found  favour  in 
the  towns  and  settlements  of  the  Okeinagan.   The  matter  was  finally 
resolved  \-ihen   the  Hon.  Theodore  Davie  anchored  the  capital  in 
Victoria.   The  movement  then  took  the  form  of  having  Kamloops 
beco.ae  an  education  and  cultural  centre  of  the  Province.   The 
first  step  was  to  start  with  the  establishment  of  a  college 
including  the  usual  courseo  leading  to  University  Entrance, 
plus  as  many  courses  in  as  many  arts  as  possible.   It  was 
intended  to  include  the  establishment  in  Kamloops  later  of  a 
provincial  university.   This  idea  was  advanced  by  the  Kamloops 
delegation  to  the  convention  of  School  Trustees  at  Chilliwack 
in  1909. 

In  1903  with  this  plan  in  mind  a  nmber  of  business 
and  professional  men  organized  a  joint  stock  co  ipany  called 
The  Kamloops  Colt  ge  Company  Limited,  with  a  capitalization  of 
$30,000.   The  oTficers  of  the  company  were  Mr.  J.  H.  Mitchell, 
President,  Mr.  J.  T.  Robinson,  Vice-President,  Mr.  C.S.  Stevens, 
Secretary,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  SvJanson,    ...  Treasurer.   The  college, 
under  the  principalship  of  Mr.  T.  A.   3rouch,  B  .A.  and  employing 
four  assistant  teachers  was  opened  on  September      ^03  with  a 
total  enrolment  of  thirty-one  students. 
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These  people  paid  $214.0  per  year  for  resident  Htijdents 
and  from  $50  to  $80  per  year  for  day  students,  according  to 
the  courses  taken.   The  eurriculxim  of  the  Kamloops  College 
offered  the  usual  courses  prescribed  by  the  Department  of 
Education  for  University  Entrance  plus  courses  in  art, 
music  and  commercial  subjects. 

Kamloops  College  closed  its  doors  in  19014.  and  the 
Company  wo;.Tidup  its  business  and  disposed  of  its  property, 
Mr.  Brough  received  an  appointment  as  assistajnt  teacher  in 
the  Vsmcouver  High  School  v^here  he  remained  until  September 
1919,  when  he  became  principal  of   Britannia  Hio-h  School  in 
that  city.   He  was  made  assistant  municipal  inspector  in  1923« 

The  year  19014.  saw  the  institution  of  the  first 
public  hicrh  school  in  Kamloops  with  Mr.  A.  Perry,  B.A.  as  the 
first  teacher.   Because  of  the  lack  of  accommodation  this  school 
was  compelled  to  operate  in  the  old  Oddfellcvf  Hall  building. 
This  building  was  moved  to  its  present  site  on  First  Avenue, 
where  it  is  now  used  as  a  carpentry  shop  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Moffatt, 
Kamloops  Auto  Trim.   After  being  vacated  by  the  high  school 
the  building  was  used  as  a  livery  stable  by  Angus  Nelson. 

In  the  year  190?  with  an  enrolment  of  seventeen  boys 
and  eighteen  girls  the  hirh  school  was  civen  space  in  the  attic 
of  the  newly  constructed  school,  later  called  the  Stuart  Wood 
School 

This  school  was  the  natural  result  of  the  very  rapid 
growth  of  the  school  population.   The   Board  had  realized  for 
some  time  that  such  a  school  was  necessary  and  had  made  provision 
in  the  purchase  of  a  site  with  ample  playlnc  space,  the  site 
of  the  school  building  of  I893.  The  new  school  was  built  and 
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equipped  for  a  total  cost  of  $31,500.   The  Inland  Sentinel, 
August  20,  1907  describes  the  new  building  and  expresses  the 
opinion  that  it  scarcely  seems  possible  that  it  can  be  co.npleted 
by  the  scheduled  opening  date  of  September  3rd.   It  o-^ened  its 
doors  to  the  pupils  on  September  9th.   That  year  an  account 
in  the  Inland  Sentinel,  October  Bth  states  that  Dr.  J.  S.  Burris 
had  made  several  inspections  since  the  o^eninfr;  on  September  9th. 
At  this  time  it  was  necessary  to  reinstate  Mr.  v/ood  as  Principal 
because  the  incumbent  was  not  properly  certificated.   Mr.  Logan 
was  given  a  permit  to  teach  until  the  date  of  the  next  Normal 
School  examinations. 

vJith   the  building  of  this  school  the  Board  thought 
that  their  housinr^  problems  were  solved  for  some  tLme;  so  rapidly 
did  the  population  increase,  however,  that  in  a  very  short  time 
overcrowding  was  experienced.   The  high  school  population  grew 
from  a  class  of  twenty  in  190i;  to  thirty-five  in  I9O6  when 
Mr.  Perry  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  P.  F.  Smyth,  B.A.   This  growth 
continued  until  1909  when  the  number  reached  fifty-three  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  employ  an  assistant  teacher  for  high 
school  work.   Mr.  R.  A.  Logan,  B.A.  was  appointed  to  this  position. 
The  elementary  school  population  at  this  time  was  33O  pupils 
with  six  teachers. 

In  January,  1910,  with  a  total  school  popuiacinn  of 
14.03  pupils,  it  was  found  necessary  for  the  High  iichool,  now  under 
the  Principalship  of  Mr.  A.  P.  Matthews,  to  find  new  quarters. 
The  High  School  with  38  students,  reassembled  in  the  Methodist 
Church  which  occupied  the  present  site  of  the  post-office.   At 
this  time  Mr.  Wood,  still  Principal  of  the  Elementary  School, 
felt  it  necesssury  to  tender  his  resignation,  due  to  his  increasing 
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deafness.      Mr.   Matthews  v/as   appointed  Supervisor   of  Education 
in  Kamloops  with  a  Vice-Principal    in  the   High  School   and   a  Vice- 
Principal   in  the  Elementary  School, 

To   alleviate   the    conditions    of   overcrowding  the   Board, 
in   1912,    called  for  plans  for   a  high   school  building  of   eight 
standard  rooms,    a  Principal's   office,    library,    recreation  room  - 
(downstairs),    full   basement   and    an  auditorium   to  seat    500  people. 
At    the    same   time   plans  were   called  for   a   separate  building, 
adjacent    to  the   proposed   hirjh  school,    to  house    a  gymnasiura.      The 
cost    of   the   proposed   buildings   being  considered   too  great, 
these   plans   v/ere   revised    and    it  v/as  decided   to  build   the   present 
High  School  for   a  total   cost    of    $60,000,    with   the    city  paying 
forty  percent.      This    cost  did  not    include    the  funiture   for  the 
Principal's   office,    the   Board  Room   or   the   teacher's   desks,    which 
were   purchased   at    a   later  date.      The    school  was   formally  opened 
September   2,    1913   by  Dr.    Young   the   incumbent  Minister  of  Education. 
The   new   school  did   not  make   provision  for  comiercial   courses. 
These   courses  were   not   offered  until   I917  when  the   Board   acted 
upon  the    suggestion   of  Mr.    Matthews,      Four   typewriters  were 
purchased    and   Miss   McLean  was    enorapred    to   teach   the    com:;ercial 
courses. 

In   1920,    during   the    influenza  epidemic,    the   schools 
were    closed   and    in  February   of   that  year   thft    H^  -".   school  was 
organized   as   an  emergency  hospital. 

The   building  of   the  High  School  relieved   the   condition 
of  overcrowding  only   tenporarily.      The   school  population  continued 
to   increase  very  rapidly,    Lp-i;  students   in  1912,    5l3   in  1915, 
700   in   1920  to   over   900   in   1921.      By   this    time,    1921,    classes 
were    assembled    in   numerous  places.      The   basement   recreation 
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rooms  in  the  High  School  v:ere  converted  into  classrooms  for 
elementary  school  pupils,  and  junior  classes  were  called  in  the 
Old  Courthouse,  on  the  corner  of  First  and  Victoria,  and  other 
rented  premises.   Early  in  1921  plans  were  called  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  four-roomed  school,  plans  that  were  revised  to  include 
eight  rooms.   With  the  opening  of  this  school  in  September  1922 
it  was  found  that  the  problem  of  overcrowding  was  only  partially 
solved  and  it  was  still  necessary  to  accommodate  an  overflow  of 
elementary  pupils  in  the  basement  rooms  of  the  High  School. 

The  two  elementary  schools  v/ere  named  after  competition 
in  which  pupils  of  the  local  school  were  invited  to  write  essays 
suggesting  suitable  nsines.   The  prize  was  divided  between  Alice 
Power  and  Dorothy  Matthews  who  both  suggested  the  names  Stuart 
Wood  School  and  Lloyd  George  School. 

The  year  1922  saw  the  first  institution  of  Senior 
Matriculation  classes.   In  this  year  the  second  unsuccessful 
effort  was  made  to  establish  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science 
classes.   The  first  effort  in  this  direction  was  made  in  1917 
when  Mr.  Kyle,  the  provincial  organizer  of  such  classes,  together 
with  Mr.  Matthews,  tried  to  convince  the  Board  of  the  advisability 
of  providing  such  courses.   The  Board  decided  in  both  cases 
that  the  time  was  not  yet  ripe. 

In  1928  further  expansion  was  necessary.   It  was  de- 
cided at  that  time  to  organize  a  Junior  Hi(5h  School  and  to 
institute  the  courses  of  manual  training  and  home  economics. 
The  plans  included  the  long  delayed  auditorium.   The  school  was 
officially  opened  on  October  2^.,    1929,  by  the  Hon,  J.  Hinchcliff, 
with  Mr.  J.  P,  K,  English  as  the  Principal.   Mr.  .-^lex  Fisher  was 
appointed  teacher  of  Manual  Training  and  Miss  K.  Finn  as  the 
teacher  of  Ho;r.e  "cononics. 
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The  Kamloops  schools  have  a  scholastic  record  worthy 

of  the  institutions.   Of  the  six  Principals  of  the  High  School, 

three  have  been  called  by  the  Department  of  Education  to  serve 

as  inspectors.   The  graduates  have  shovm  the  results  of  their 

training  by  winning  n\Junerous  scholarships  and  awards.   The  most 

noted  of  these  are  the  Rhodes  Scholars,   '//e  know  of  no  school  with 

a  like  record. 

V/alter  J.  Pearce,  M.C.,  elected  to  the  scholarship  in 
1912  was  killed  in  action  in  1917. 

Dr.  Archie  Pee,  elected  in  1925,  died  later  in  England. 

Mr.  Davie  Fulton,  elected  in  1937,  at  present  serving 
the  area  as  its  representative  at  Ottawa. 

Dr.  John  Davis,  elected  in  1939. 


The   Principals   of   the   Kamloopa   Schools 

Stuart  Wood   School 

Mr.    E.    Stuart  Wood  1886  -  1911 

Mr.    T.    R.    Hall  I9II   -  1913 

Mr.    T.    R.    '/fhe&don  I9I3  -  19114- 

Miss  E.    Beattie  I9II+  -  1918 

Mr.   W.    H.    Gray  I9I8   -  1923 

Mr.    G.    Bowyer  1923  -  19214. 

Mr.    A.    Cullen  1921;  -  1925 

Mr.    G.    Bowyer  1925   -  1 914-7 

Mr.    N.    G.    Duclos  191+7   - 

Mr.    J.    Mugford   B.A.  1955  - 

Lloyd  Georpie   School 

Mr.    A.    Cullen   .  1922   -    19214- 

Mr.    R.    K.    Bell,    B.A.         I92I4.  -    1962 

Kamloops   Hipji  School 

Mr.  A.  Perry,    B.A.  I9OI4.  -    I9O6 

Mr.  F.  F.    Smyth,    B.A.      I9O6  -    1910 

Mr.  A.  F.    Matthews,    M.A.      I9IO  -    1919 

Mr.  T.  R.    Hall,    B.A.         1919  -    1922 

Mr.  J.  W.    McNab,    B.A.      1922  -    1929 

Kamloops   Junior-Senior  High  School 

Mr.    J.    F.    K.   English, M.A.      1929  -    1939 
Mr.   W.    H.    Gurney,    ".A.    193^   -    1959. 
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